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of all the items enumerated for the negative relationships. In
positive as well as in negative social relationships the child lives in
a world of substitutes which may either reflect his direct attitude or
be a compensation for it. Loving or hating his doll may directly
reflect loving or hating an adult. On the other hand, loving the doll
may be a compensation for hating an adult.
The child's social world of human beings is very limited, while
that of the adult is formed by a great variety of relationships. The
social world of the young child consists basically of his family. It
was found that the worst war experiences of British children had a
less negative effect upon their personality than the evacuation to
safe places by separating them from their families/200' 201) The
relationship to father, mother, and siblings patterns the child's
emotional concepts. The father usually represents knowledge and
power, while the mother usually represents protection. The rela-
tionship to father and mother also patterns the child's ideals.
Different religions show us that the concept of God has developed
from that of the father (Pater noster) and that female divinities,
like the Virgin Mary, are patterned after the image of the mother.
Politically, dictators often take over the fatherly role. Hence, the
first family relationships may form a foundation for the individual's
later attitudes in life. The emotional and intellectual influences of
the family lead the child either to imitation or to resentment.
Unhappiness in this first social environment may lead to the build-
ing up of a private world. A child may build up the idea of having
been kidnapped by his parents, and that he would have been a
prince with his real parents. Thus the child's imagination generally
represents a wish-fulfillment for unsatisfied needs in his present
social environment. One reason for the child's Unhappiness may be
an interference in his relationship to one parent by the other parent.
If the father comes home and takes the mother away he appears as
an intruder, whereas if he occupies himself immediately with the
child, his sudden appearance may be celebrated as a great event.
Siblings form the child's secondary environment. They may be
hated because their presence diminishes the parents' care for one
child; or they may be loved as objects of projection.
The development of social relationships goes through several
stages, which do not always appear in a definite succession but the
different manifestations of which can always be recognized.
The first phase is the child's monologous stage. Here the child
lives as a self-sufficient unity, not being dependent on positive or
negative attitudes of his environment.